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Areas of expertise

Housing architectural design / contemporary urban housing / contemporary rural housing;

housing policies / habitation sociology / social and emergency housing;

history and theory of habitation / modern and contemporary housing / historical documentation;

housing as architectural heritage / contemporary archiving of housing heritage / architecture photography.

Team

professor arch. Dana VAIS, PhD

associated professor arch. Dragog DASCALU, PhD
lecturer arch. Adriana MAGERUSAN, PhD

teaching assistant arch. Diana GALOS, PhD

teaching assistant arch. $tefania BOCA, PhD
teaching assistant arch. Miruna MOLDOVAN, PhD
teaching associate arch. Romeo CUC, PhD

teaching assistant arch. Maria FLORIAN, PhD student
arch. Oana MATEI, PhD student

Representative projects

2020-2023 COST Action CA18137 - Middle Class Mass Housing; main organizers of the Romanian team
participating in the project (HRG members involved: Dana Vais member in the Management Committee of the
Action - representative for the Romanian team; other HRG members involved: Dragos Dascalu - deputy member in
the Management Committee, Romeo Cuc and Stefania Boca); objective of the Action: documentation of postwar
mass housing in Europe; task of the Romanian team: case studies documentation of postwar mass housing in
Romania. (https://www.cost.eu/actions/ca18137/)

2026 Arhiva de arhitectura moderna (clujeand): Arhitectul Vasile Mitrea [Modern Architecture Archive (of Cluj):
Architect Vasile Mitrea - HRG participant: Magerusan, Adriana; financed by OAR - The Romanian Architects'
Chamber, from the Architecture Stamp Tax.

2025 Commoning - calatorie in timp in cautarea bunului public [Commoning - Time travel in search of the public



https://research.utcluj.ro/index.php/architectura.html
https://fau.utcluj.ro/educatie/grupuri-de-cercetare.html
https://www.cost.eu/actions/ca18137/

good] - HRG participant: Magerusan, Adriana; financed by OAR - The Romanian Architects' Chamber, from the
Architecture Stamp Tax.

2024 Somesul post-industrial [Post-industrial Somes] - HRG participant: Magerusan, Adriana; financed by OAR -
The Romanian Architects' Chamber, from the Architecture Stamp Tax.

2026 Vers une pédagogie hybride dans I’enseignement de I’architecture — enseignements tirés des méthodes
pédagogiques expérientielles - HRG participant: Diana Galos, post-doctoral research project, financed by a
French Government Fellowship, offered by Fondation Maison des sciences de 'homme (FMSH) Paris in partnership
with Institutul Francez din Romania, in the frame of Atlas 2026 programme:
https://www.fmsh.fr/en/researchers/diana-andreea-galos

2022 Terms of Habitation, organized by Politecnico di Milano, Research project led by professor arch. Gaia
Caramellino, PhD. (February-November 2022); HRG partner: Dana Vais.

Significant results
Articles in peer-reviewed / indexed journals, since 2020:

Boca, Stefania (2025) Sistematizarea orasului Cluj(-Napoca): 1958-1976. Un proiect discontinuu. Anuarul Institutului
de Investigare a Crimelor Comunismului si Memoria Exilului Roménesc (20): 21-52.

Cuc, Romeo. (2023). The In-between Space: Romanian Mass Housing Public Space as a Playground in the Collective
Memory. in Docomomo Journal, (68): 56—64, ISSN 1380-3204, https://docomomojournal.com

Dascalu, Dragos (2021) A Strained Relationship. Notes on Sociologists’ Involvement in Housing Developments in
Communist Romania, Sesit pro uméni, teorii a pribuzné zény Vol.31, pp.95 — 120, ISSN 1802-8918, vvp.avu.cz/

Dascalu Dragos (2020) Urban Heritage Management: Planning with History — a Review. Territorial Identity and
Development, Vol.5, No.2, pp.102 — 104, ISSN 2537-4850

Galos, Diana and Silviu Medesan (2022) From Temporary Spatial Practices to Permanent Architectural Forms. The
Case of «La Terenuri» from Manastur Neighborhood, Cluj-Napoca, Studies in History and Theory of Architecture, nr.
10 (2022): 169—78, https://doi.org/10.54508/SITA.10.13. (WoS - Arts and Humanities Citation Index / Erih+)

llovan, O.R., Magerusan, Adriana, et al. (2020) Experiencing And Bringing Back The River In The Urban Flow: Somes
Delivery, European Proceedings of Social and Behavioural Sciences, 2020, pp. 262 — 272, ISSN: 2357-1330

Magerusan, Adriana. (2021) Houses for Workers and Civil Servants. Autonomous Company for Housing and Vatra
Luminoasa (1930-1949), studies in History and Theory of Architecture, pp.328-331, ISSN: 2344-6544 (WoS - Arts
and Humanities Citation Index / Erih+)

Magerusan Adriana (2024) Riverscape as Horizon: Reconceptualizing Rivers as Lifeblood of the Land. Three
interviews on the Somes River Redesign, sITA - studies in History and Theory of Architecture (12):15-30 (WoS -
Arts and Humanities Citation Index / Erih+), https://sita.uauim.ro/article/12_02_Magerusan

Moldovan, Miruna (2021) Emergency Housing in Romania: Adapted or Specifically Designed, in sITA - studies in
History& Theory of Architecture nr. 9, Bucuresti: Editura Universitara ,lon Mincu”, pp.184-198, ISSN: 2344-6544,
https://sita.uauim.ro/article/9-moldovan-emergency-housing-in-romania

Moldovan, Miruna, Dana Gabriela Gita (2020) Locuirea in contextul starii de urgenta, Argument nr. 12, Bucuresti,
Editura Universitara ,lon Mincu”, pp.63-94 https://argument.uauim.ro/numere/12/273/ ISSN: 2067-4252

Moldovan, Miruna (2022) Locuirea de urgenta: modele de locuinte temporare colective cu tipare specifice de locuire,
Argument nr. 14, Bucuresti: Editura Universitara ,lon Mincu”, pp.66-79, https://argument.uauim.ro/numere/14/320/,
ISSN: 2067-4252

Vais, Dana (2026) Gheorgheni Estate in Cluj: Heritage Value in Housing Architecture / Cartierul Gheorgheni din Cluj:
valoare de patrimoniu in arhitectura locuirii colective, Caietele DOCOMOMO-RO 2019-2024, lon Mincu University of
Architecture and Urban Planning / DOCOMOMO Romania Association, pp.34-65

Vais, Dana (2023) The Ideal Model of Socialist Modernism. Gheorgheni Housing Estate in Cluj, docomomo Journal, 68,
no.1, pp.36-45, https://docomomojournal.com/index.php/journal/article/view/588/461

Vais, Dana, Systematization: A Key Term in 20th-Century Romanian Urbanism, Urban Planning, vol.7, no.1 (2022),
pp-207-222, DOI: https://doi.org/10.17645/up.v7i1.4791

Caramellino, Gaia, Dana Vais (2021) Looking at the Circulation of Models and Ideas Beyond Political Barriers is of
Crucial Importance, sITA - Studies in History and Theory of Architecture, no.9, pp.19-28, https://sita-uauim-ro.s3.eu

Vais, Dana (2021) Housing Concepts: Addressing Habitation in Architecture's Terms, sITA - Studies in History and
Theory of Architecture, no.9, pp.9-16, https://sita-uauim-ro.s3

Vais, Dana (2020) Type Projects as Tools: Housing Type Design in Communist Romania, Architectural Histories, 8,
no.1:10, pp.1-17, DOI: http://doi.org/10.5334/ah.321

Articles in peer-reviewed conference proceedings, since 2020:

Boca, Stefania (2023). Secondary Centralities: Unfinished Socialist Mass Housing Estates in Cluj(-Napoca). Questions
10: 363-83. Cluj-Napoca: UT Press

Cuc, Romeo (2023). New perspectives on Romanian socialist housing. Questions 10. Editura UTPRESS, Cluj-Napoca,
pp. 254-267, ISBN 978-606-737-659-3

Galos, Diana (2022) ,Hybrid housing at the interference between the urban and the rural in Romania — The political and
economic influence on housing forms and lifestyles”, in AIP Conference Proceedings 2928, 030001(2023), vol. 2928
(World Multidisciplinary civil engineering — architecture — urban planning symposium 2022, Prague, 2023),
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0170464. (Scopus)

Galos, Diana (2021) ,Urban Housing in the countryside. Community building and real estate policies”, in Proceedings of
the 4th international doctoral-postdoctoral conference organized by the Department of Urban Planning and Design,
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https://sita-uauim-ro.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/01_Caramellino_Vais.pdf
https://sita-uauim-ro.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/00_Introduction_HousingConcepts.pdf
http://doi.org/10.5334/ah.321
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0170464

Faculty of Architecture, Budapest University of Technology and Economics (BME), and the Foundation for Urban
Design, Budapest. (International Conference DOCONF. Facing Post-Socialist Urban Heritage, Budapest:
Department of Urban Planning and Design, Faculty of Architecture Budapest University of Technology and
Economics - BME, 2021), 126-37, http://doconf.architect.ome.hu/post/doconf2021_11.pdf

Galos, Diana (2022) Redefining rurality, in The book of the 10th anniversary edition of the international architecture
conference QUESTIONS: Building change in architecture, which took place in Cluj-Napoca between 27-28 october
2022 (International Conference Questions 2022 - Building change in architecture, Cluj-Napoca: Editura UTPRESS,
2023), 76-87

Galos, Diana (2025) Aspecte imateriale care definesc gradientele de urbanitate ale locuirii rurale si periurbane, in
Lucrdérile conferintei de cercetare in constructii, economia constructiilor, urbanism si amenajarea teritoriului, vol. 27
(Conferinta aniversara a Institutului National de Cercetare — Dezvoltare Tn Constructii, Urbanism si Dezvoltare
Teritoriala Durabila, Bucuresti, 2025), 19-24, ISSN 2393-3208, https://pub.incd.ro/PP/index.htm, (ProQuest, Scipio)

Galos, Diana (2025) From Systematization to Suburbanization: Mapping Hibridity and Urbanity Gradients in Romanian
Rural Housing” in Proceedings of the 6th international doctoral-postdoctoral conference organized by the
Department of Urban Planning and Design, Faculty of Architecture, Budapest, University of Technology and
Economics (BME), and the Foundation for Urban Design, Budapest. (International Conference DOCONF. Facing
Post-Socialist Urban Heritage, Budapest: Department of Urban Planning and Design, Faculty of Architecture
Budapest University of Technology and Economics - BME, 2025), 124-137, https://doconf.architect.bme.hu/w

llovan O.R, Magerusan Adriana et al. (2020) Learning about ICT-based Collaborative Practices in Urban
Regeneration. The 15th International Conference on Virtual Learning ICVL, 2020, pp. 67-75, ISSN: 1844-8933

Vais, Dana (2021) Optimistic and socially efficient. Large Housing Estates in 1960s Cluj, Romania (keynote),
Conference "Optimistic Suburbia. Middle-Class Mass Housing Complexes", Keynote lecture, ISCTE Instituto
Universitario de Lisboa, Lisbon 16-18 June 2021 https://optimisticsuburbia9.wixsite.com/osbb2 (video)

Books and book chapters:

Cuc, Romeo (2021). Casa din lemn. in Andresoiu, B. (ed.). Case din Romania: selectie 2021. Editura Igloo Media,
Bucuresti, pp. 162-171, ISBN 978-606-8026-81-7

Galos, Diana (2025) Architectural Hybridisation and Housing Trends in Cluj’s Periurban Area”, in Dismantled
Modernities. Studies on Architecture Through the Lens of Fashion, ed. Cristina Purcar, Daniel Serban si Oana
Antonia Filip (Cluj-Napoca: Presa Universitara Clujeana), ISBN 978-606-37-2856-3, Dismantled Modernities

Magerusan, Adriana (2025) Instrumente urbanistice pentru transformarea vechilor fabrici in noi dezvoltéri imobiliare,
in: Calatorie in cautarea bunului public: Platformele industriale din Cluj. O sinteza a cercetarii din proiectul
Commoning, Ed. Fundatiei Desire, pp.138-145, ISBN: 978606-95362-8-5

Olanescu, 0.S. V.S. Rusu, A. Olanescu, Moldovan, Miruna (2021) ,Interventii macro cu impact asupra intregului
cartier”, in: Ghid de regenerare urbana a cartierelor de blocuri - Constanta (World Bank Study), V.A. Merla, M.
lonescu-Heroiu (coord.), pp.300-483, ISBN 978-973-0-33902-4

Tulbure, I., Vais, Dana, Cuc, Romeo, C. Badescu (2023). Post-war large housing estates in Romania: Bucharest, Cluj-
Napoca, Targu-Mures, Braila, in Rodrigues et al. (Eds.) European Middle-Class Mass Housing: Past and Present of
the Modern Community, Iscte-lUL, Lisabona, pp. 465-473,482-485, ISBN 978-989-781-862-2

Vais, Dana (2026) Discursive Sources and Historical Narrative: Efficiency in Socialist Housing (Romania, 1958-1974),
in: Housing Histories, ed. G. Caramellino, F. de Pieri (eds), London: Bloomsbury, Chapter 8: 135-154, ISBN
9781350532380, https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/housing-histories-9781350532380/

Exhibitions:

2025 DOM-E(S)TIC. despre locuire, etica si fragilitate - o explorare critica si poetica a locuirii contemporane.
Curators: Silviu Aldea, Adriana Magerusan, Stefania Boca, Alexandru Fleseriu; Romeo Cuc (expozant). Expozitie
in cadrul Bienalei de Arhitectura Transilvania BATRA 2025

2020 Romeo Cuc, "BLOCULMEU.RQO", in: Romanian Design Week — Bucuresti. bloculmeuro

Prizes:

2025 Premiul 2 — Regenerarea urband a zonei centrale a municipiului Tulcea, Institutia organizatoare Ordinul
Arhitectilor din Roméania, Autoritatea Contractanta: Prim&ria Municipiului Tulcea. Autori principali: Stefania Boca et
al. https.//oar.archi/concursuri/oar/zona-centrala-tulcea/qalerie-proiecte/112-tu3737/

2024 Premiul 2 — ,Rulmentul Brasov - regenerare urbana” International Design Competition, Institutia organizatoare
Ordinul Arhitectilor din Romania, Autoritatea Contractanta: Priméria Municipiului Brasov. Autori principali: Stefania
Boca et al. https://oar.archi/concursuri/oar/rulmnetul-brasov/rezultatele-concursului/

2022 Premiul Sponsorului— Romeo Cuc (with MANOPERA ARCHITECTURE), 2/4 CASE DIN BETON Arhitectura 6,
Sectiunea LOCUIRE, awarded by OAR Sibiu-Vélcea, Brasov-Covasna-Harghita, Mures

2021 Proiect castigator —- Romeo Cuc (with MANOPERA ARCHITECTURE), RE-FRACTION, BATRA (Bienala de
Arhitectura OAR Transilvania), Sectiunea Micro arhitectura / Arhitectura temporara, Premiu acordat de OAR

Others:

2024 - ongoing Stefania Boca, Miruna Moldovan, Silviu Bors, Marius Indrei: co-initiators of the Journal COTAA
(Collection of Texts About Architecture); with Dana Vais as guest editor of No.1. https://www.cotaa.ro/cotaa-1/



http://doconf.architect.bme.hu/post/doconf2021_11.pdf
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https://editura.ubbcluj.ro/index.php/puc/catalog/view/4051/24892/7039?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/housing-histories-9781350532380/
https://romaniandesignweek.ro/portofoliu/bloculmeuro
https://oar.archi/concursuri/oar/zona-centrala-tulcea/galerie-proiecte/112-tu3737/
https://oar.archi/concursuri/oar/rulmnetul-brasov/rezultatele-concursului/
https://www.cotaa.ro/cotaa-1/

The offer addressed to the economic environment

Research & Fundamental research / cooperation in interdisciplinary teams:
development historical studies of housing heritage (including socialist mass housing) in Romania;
studies in the field of contemporary social housing;
studies in the field of urban housing development;
studies in the field of rural habitation.
Applied research and development:
inventorying and documenting housing heritage; conservation diagnosis;
surveys and photographic documentation of housing and habitation;

housing design / architectural and urban designs.

Consulting Retrofitting of collective housing; heritage awareness;
development of public and social housing;

residential design.

Training Workshops, conferences, exhibitions, specialised courses and publications

in the field of Housing Architecture.
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